
 

Support Biggleswade Wind Farm 
 

16 Wind Turbines are proposed between the 
A1 and the East Coast Mainline railway, 
south of Biggleswade. 
 
These will power 18,000 homes and save 
approximately 36,800 tonnes of CO2 per 
year. 
 
The Co-Operative Group are building the 
wind farm and they will pay £2,500 per 
annum per turbine to the local parish 
councils 
 
They will also pay significant rent to Central 

Bedfordshire Council. According to Partnerships for Renewables, which is 
funded by the Carbon Trust (from the government), £20,000 rent is paid per 
annum per turbine to the landowner. Much of this land is owned by Central 
Bedfordshire Council so this rent will really help all of us as well as helping to 
conserve our environment.  
 
The RSPB support this application. 

 
MYTHS VERSUS FACTS about wind farms. 
 

Building a wind turbine uses more energy than it ever 
makes – FALSE. 
The average wind farm in the UK will pay back the energy 
used in its manufacture within  
6 – 8 months. 
 
Wind power is expensive – FALSE.  
Wind power is not expensive.  It is one of the cheapest 
renewable energy sources and compares well with 
conventional fuel. An average cost for a new onshore wind 
farm is 3-4 pence per unit which is competitive with new coal 

(2.5-4.5p/u) and cheaper than new nuclear (4-7p/u). Offshore wind is around 5.5p.u. 
 
80% of the UK’s electricity still comes from fossil fuels which are mostly imported. When 
fossil fuels are burned to produce electricity, over half their energy is lost in waste. One 
modern 2.5MW turbine will generate 6.5 million units of electricity every year, enough to 
meet the annual needs of 1,400 households, make 230 million cups of tea or run a 
computer for 2,250 years. 
 

www.southbedsfoe.co.uk  or ring Victoria Harvey, coordinator 
SouthBedsFoE on 07815817108, email vharvey@btopenworld.com  

 
 

 




